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Swimmers Swimming Past the Custom House 

 

92
nd

 Dublin City Liffey Swim  
The 92nd

t
 Liffey Swim was successfully run this year on Saturday 18

th
 August 2012.   The 

Liffey Swim is the most prestigious swimming race in Ireland and attracts competitors both 

nationally and internationally.     The Liffey Swim was first run in 1920 when it was devised 

by Bernard Fagan an engineer in Dublin Corporation to show the citizens the good quality of 

the water in the Liffey.   

 

Leinster Open Sea brought the date of the race forward before the Tall Ships came to Dublin 

on Thursday 23 August.  Leinster Open Sea had investigated the possibility of running the 

race when the Tall Ships were in Port, but decided against due to safety concerns.    

 

Leinster Open Sea hoped by bringing the race into August would avoid competing with the 

All Ireland semi finals and finals of the Gaelic Football and Hurling for press space.   

Leinster Open Sea also hoped that there is a better chance of a sunny day in August than in 

September.  This thankfully turned out to be the case. 
 

 
Start of the Men’s race underneath the Loop Line Bridge 
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Lord Mayor of Dublin, Naoise O’Muiri, talking to Eithne Kenny of Dublin SC at the 

start of the Ladies’ Race 
 

The Race 

 

There were 101 women and 176 men competing in this year’s Liffey Swim.  In order to 

compete in the Liffey Swim, swimmers must complete four qualifying races from the 

Leinster Calendar of Open Sea Races to show that they are capable of swimming the 1,600 

metre course.  
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The Lord Mayor of Dublin, Naoise O’Muiri, at the start of the Ladies’ Race.   

 

Race Course 
 

Because of construction work in the river, this year we swam a new course from Butt Bridge 

to the O2/ Point Depot.   The River Liffey along that stretch is wider and straighter than the 

traditional course.   Leinster Open Sea was worried that the character of the race might be 

reduced by not swimming under the iconic bridges such as the Halfpenny Bridge and 

O’Connell Bridge. 

 

The new course met with universal approval of swimmers; perhaps as they did not have to 

swim as far, or perhaps because it is easier to swim with the flow when there are no bends. 

The water was certainly cleaner and fresher as there is a greater quantity of sea water. 

Many of the swimmers have asked to swim the same course next year.   

However on the other hand many swimmers would also prefer to revert to the proper length 

of the Liffey Swim circa 2,400 metre, in which case we could start the race 800 metre further 

upstream, perhaps in front of City Hall.   Provided there is sufficient clearance for safety 

boats under the new LUAS Bridge we could swim as far as the O2 / Point Depot.   This 

would allow the swimmers to sample the atmosphere of the city centre as well as get the 

benefit of a cleaner and straight course towards the finish. 

 

Leinster Open Sea will consult with the swimmers as to which course the race will take in 

2013 before making any decision.   
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Swimming underneath Samuel Beckett Bridge (Photograph Vanessa Dawes) 
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Swimming beside the MV Cill Airne on North Wall Quay (Photograph Vanessa Dawes) 
 

 

 
 

Finish Area in front of East Link Bridge and O2 (Photograph Vanessa Dawes) 
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Finish Area in front of East Link Bridge 

 

Page below Looking up the river from the Finish Area towards City Centre 
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Looking down the Liffey at the Sean O’Casey Bridge and the Jeannie Johnston 
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Lucy McCaffrey presenting fastest time to Sinead Tyrell of Garda SC and Conor 

Turner of Aer Lingus SC 

Presentation 

 

Lucy McCaffrey, Chairperson of the Dublin Port Company Limited presented the cups for 

the fastest times in the men’s race to Conor Turner of Aer Lingus SC and the Ladies’ Race to 

Sinead Tyrell of Garda SC. 

 

The Lord Mayor of Dublin, Naoise O’Muiri, presented the winners’ cups to Tom Loftus of 

Eastern Bay Swimming Club and Clodagh Nolan of Carraig Masters.   

 

The presentation took place on the upper deck of the MV Cill Airne on North Wall Quay. 

 

Pat Aherne Award 
 

Leinster Open Sea presented the Pat Aherne memorial cup to Rachel Doyle of Dublin 

Swimming Club.  In January of 2012, Rachel won a gold medal at the world winter 

swimming competition in Riga, Latvia.  In early August, Rachel completed an English 

Channel Solo Swim. 

 

Ladies’ Race 
 

The Ladies’ race was won by Clodagh Nolan of Carrick Masters SC.   

Clodagh wrote about the race 

“This year was the 21
st
 Anniversary of the Women’s Liffey Swim and having completed all 

swims since 1991, being twice a runner up, I was thrilled and honoured to finally win it. Now 

I can truly rejoice in being forever immortalised on one of Ireland finest swimming trophies!  

The day itself was memorable as it started with a wonderful sunrise, which after a long wet 

summer was truly welcomed. As I gathered my swimming gear together the sunshine 

continued which turned out to be a good omen indeed.  I set off for the city centre in time to 

see the start of the men’s race.   Even before I reached the banks of the Liffey Swim I could 

feel the excitement building as the familiar sight of the Dublin Liffey Swim Flags were 

fluttering in the gentle breeze.  The crowds were beginning to accumulate along the Custom 

House Quays and men half-clad were parading up and down the Liffey banks near Tara 

Street Station in anticipation of the big event. As the men gathered to descent onto the 

pontoon all the onlookers (including me) watched with eager eyes to see the first swimmers 

dive into the Liffey. As the roars went up for the first group of men, I knew it would not be 

long till it was my turn to dive into the dark waters! 

As the ladies descended the steps, the chat escalated and word began to circulate that Tom 

Loftus had won the men’s race. The cheers went up, the laughter was infectious and the Lord 

Mayor, Naoise O’Muiri, nearly got thrown into the water. A rendition of ‘Dublin’s Fair City’ 
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could be heard as far as Guinness’s and a mighty roar as the first group of eight woman 

entered the water.  

Then it was my turn…..I manoeuvred myself towards the outer edge of the pontoon to give 

myself the best advantage of diving clear of anyone else. I took a deep breath and dived as far 

as I could, surfacing well ahead of my group. The objective now was to stay ahead and catch 

a few more…The thrill of passing under the first bridge, the New Sean O’Casey Bridge and 

down along Sir John Rodgerson Quay was enormous as this was my own city where every 

day I walk, on my way to work. Each year the thrill remains of the seeing your city from a 

unique perspective, from inside the river!  

As I went under the Samuel Beckett Bridge I thought perhaps I could do it. I passed the Cill 

Arne and I could hear Lisa Howley’s shouting telling me to go for it….and go for it I did. I 

just had to pass one or two more people and I would be home…..I kept telling myself, breath 

Clodagh breath, I could see the O2 getting closer and I could hear the roars of the crowd and 

Yes, I had finally done it.. after 21 years. 

In the 1920’s, the Liffey Swim was considered a celebratory event where all of Dublin could 

participate, either as a spectator or as a competitor.  It is a unique historic swim, one of which 

is well captured by Jack B. Yeats in his portrait of the Liffey Swim and which I am now 

honoured to have a copy of hanging in my living room in pride of place. Words cannot 

describe the thrill of winning this swim, but my smile has not vanished and I take such pride 

to telling everyone how I won it.  

I am eternally grateful to all the volunteers and the Open Sea Committee who make this 

historic city centre event possible and enjoyable. I am equally grateful to our Sponsor Dublin 

City Council for their fantastic support in keeping alive this very special city centre swim 

which is unique, inclusive of all ages and people and which attracts such national and 

international interest.”  

Clodagh Nolan  Carrick Masters SC  Dublin City Liffey Swim Winner 2012 
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Tom Healy of Dublin Fire Brigade 

Tom competed in the 92
nd

 Liffey Swim and less than a month later made a successful English 

Channel Solo Crossing in a very impressive time of nine hours fifty one minutes.  Tom joins 

a group of over twenty swimmers who regularly compete in the Leinster Open Sea Races and 

the Liffey Swim who have gone on to complete the gruelling 22 mile crossing of the  English 

Channel. 
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Paul Emmet oldest swimmer in the Liffey Swim. 

Paul Emmet aged 73.  Paul has competed in over fifty Liffey Swims.  Paul featured in an 

article “In the Swim” in the Irish Independent earlier this year.  The article featured the many 

“Silver Swimmers”, many of whom competed in this year’s Liffey Swim.  Paul competed in 

this year’s race against his two grandsons! 

Finish Area 

 

The Open Sea Committee welcomed the Plurabelle Paddlers, a breast cancer support group, 

with their Dragon Boats.   

 

The Dublin Port Tugs, the Beaufort and the Shackelton sailed up to the Finish Point beside 

the Cill Airne and fired their water cannons after the presentation of the winners’ cups.  
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There was an art exhibition by Wicklow artist, Joan Morton, on the MV Cill Airne.  The 

exhibition was based on a work Joan did on the Liffey and the Liffey swim. 
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Community Benefits of the Liffey Swim 

 
The Liffey Swim is one of thirty Open Sea Races run by Leinster Open Sea in conjunction 

with the swimming clubs of Leinster.  The Liffey Swim is the premier race on the calendar 

and draws many people into the sport of swimming.   Open Sea Swimming is a low cost sport 

and Leinster Open sea work to keep the cost of participation down, especially in these 

difficult economic times.   The Liffey Swim provides benefit to the community by: 

 

 encouraging people of all ages and all backgrounds to participate in the sport of 

swimming; 

 encouraging people to join a swimming club and to train all year round; 

 encouraging people to use and respect the great amenity of the River Liffey and 

Dublin Bay which is on Dublin Port’s doorstep;. 

 providing entertainment and brightens up an often forgotten yet important part of our 

capital for the day; 

 generating interest in the Liffey Swim both nationally and internationally; and 

 showing that the public sector and community groups can work together to provide 

low cost sport and recreation for the greater good. 
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Coverage of the race appeared in the following publications: 

 

Wednesday 15
th

 August 

 Irish Independent  

 
Friday 17

th
 August 

 Today FM Radio Interview 

 Dublin FM Radio Interview 
 

Saturday 18
th

 August 

 Coverage on RTE TV news 

 

Sunday 19
th

 August 

 Sunday World  

 Sunday Independent  

 Sunday Times  
 

Monday 20
th

 August  

 Irish Times  

 Irish Daily Star  

 Metro Herald  
 

Friday 24
th

 August  

 Dun Laoghaire Gazette  

 Dundrum Gazette  

 Castleknock Gazette  
 

Monday 27
th

 August  

 Fingal Independent  
 

Other Press Coverage  

 Tallaght Echo 

 Ballyfermot Echo 

 Wicklow People 

 Liffey Champion 

 Drogheda Leader 
 

 

 

Other Media Coverage 

 Interview Donncha O Siadhail on Raidio na Life 

 Interview Clodagh Nolan Winner on Ryan Turbidy Show 
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 98FM  Big Red Bus   
 

Irish Independent 15
th

 August 
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Sunday Times 20th August 

 

 

 

 



 

 

92nd Liffey Swim  

Ireland’s Premier Open Water Swimming Race 

 30 

Metro Herald 20th August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

92nd Liffey Swim  

Ireland’s Premier Open Water Swimming Race 

 31 

Sunday World 19th August 
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Irish Daily Star 20
th

 August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irish Times 20
th

 August 
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Dundrum Gazette 24
th

 August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

92nd Liffey Swim  

Ireland’s Premier Open Water Swimming Race 

 36 

Dun Laoghaire Gazette 24
th

 August 
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Castleknock Gazette 24
th

 August  
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Fingal Independent 27
th
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